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1. The world has suffered a great loss of lives due to the outbreak of the novel Corona 

virus in the Month of December 2019, causing a respiratory disease COVID-19 

(hereinafter ‘the disease’). The disease has been declared as a pandemic by World 

Health Organisation (WHO). It has caused concerns of health and well being of the 

human kind at large and a concerted action towards testing, treating and rehabilitating 

the patients is sought by the world community. 

2. Azkaban is democratic Republic having world’s second highest population. Due to the 

increasing number of patients of the disease, the Central and State Governments of the 

country decided to have a joint action in a fight against the disease. The country has 

inadequate number of government-run free testing centres for the disease. The private 

testing facilities charge up to Rs. 4500 per test which is unaffordable for majority of 

residents of Azkaban. Due to this, there is a long wait for testing in the government-run 

centres.  

3. The Supreme Court of Azkaban, on 22nd March 2020, directed the Government to make 

arrangements for zero cost testing even at the private testing facilities, and reimburse 

them with the Government’s purse. 

4. In light of the above direction of the Supreme Court, the Government invites innovative, 

accurate, and cost-efficient testing kits for the disease from various agencies. 

 
1 This moot proposition is drafted Mr. Ayush Jha, Assistant Professor, with useful and important insights from 

Mr. Ashwary Sharma, Assistant Professor. 



 
5. Slytherin Ltd. (hereinafter called as Slytherin) is an Indian company hailed for its 

innovation in the field of diagnostic sciences. It has many patents to its name for 

preparing highly accurate and cost-efficient testing machines and kits for identifying 

various diseases such as liver ailments, cancers, neonatal sepsis etc. It has also 

developed an innovative product called Amortentia, a rapid-testing detection kit for 

confirmatory analysis of the virus causing the disease based on Polymerase Chain 

Reaction (PCR) in very less time as compared to the existing authorised detection 

mode. 

6. Mr. Severus Snape, the Chief Executive Officer of Slytherin, in a press release on 25th 

March 2020, stated that currently 40 samples per hour can be tested, which can be 

increased to 100 samples per hour. He also made a statement that Amortentia can 

provide on the spot detection rapidly and without highly trained technicians. 

7. Slytherin submitted a report on Amortentia to the Government on the basis of initial 

testing at the research stage. On 30th March 2020, The government directed Slytherin 

to conduct its clinical trials. However, within one month of the said direction the 

confirmed cases of the disease tripled. This caused a desperate need to have rapid 

testing made available with high accuracy. 

8. Another report was submitted by Slytherin to the Government on 4th April 2020, while 

the clinical trials were being conducted. The second report revealed that out of 500 

patients under observation, Amortentia has found the results with 80% accuracy while 

the rest 20% were false results. The report also suggested that Amortentia should be 

preferably used on the patients having high likelihood of the disease. 

9. Satisfied with the results, Government allowed the rolling of Amortentia as a product 

for rapid-testing of the disease. However, due to non-completion of the clinical trial, 

Mr. Snape put a condition that all the testing shall be done by the employees or on-

contract staff of Slytherin, stationed at every testing centre. 

10. Mr. Draco Malfoy was was given a responsibility of training personnel for the use of 

Amortentia at testing centres nation-wide. He began his training programme with 

Slytherin staff; however, due to shortage of company staff, he included diagnostic staff 

from other hospitals in his training programme.   



 
11. Mr. Gilderoy Lockhart, a 35-year-old male food delivery executive, is a resident of the 

Ravenclaw district in the State of Hogwarts. He started showing early symptoms of 

cold and flu in the month of April 2020. He visited a private hospital Nimbus, of 

Ravenclaw where he was tested for the disease. The testing was done by a hospital 

nurse using Amortentia. The nurse who conducted the test had attended one-day 

training programme conducted by Mr. Malfoy.  

12. Mr. Lockhart was found negative in the test result. However, he kept showing the 

symptoms of the diseases the following day. After suffering from fever, shortness of 

breath, and dry cough for a week, he decided to visit the Nimbus hospital again. 

13. He was tested again via Amortentia. However, the test was conducted by the employee 

of Slytherin. He was tested positive of the disease and was immediately admitted in the 

isolation ward. Slytherin reported that the nurse who had conducted the test earlier had 

taken insufficient mouth swab resulting in a false negative test result. The nurse denied 

the finding of Slytherin and stated that she carried out the test exactly as per the 

instructions received at the training programme and that she had conducted many tests 

using the same kit.  

14. Mr. Lockhart had to undergo a treatment for 20 days which costed him 70,000 Galleons 

(Azkaban Currency). Moreover, his health has deteriorated and he had lost 

approximately 10 KGs. He also lost his job owing to above health situation. 

15. Aggrieved by this, he filed a suit at district court of Ravenclaw against Slytherin for 

negligent conduct while conducting the test and faulty manufacturing of Amortentia, 

claiming compensation of 1 Lakh Galleaons. 

16. The parties shall prepare arguments on the following issues: 

a. Whether Slytherin can be held liable for negligence in obtaining and testing the 

samples. 

b. Whether Slytherin can be held vicariously liable for acts of the hospital nurse. 

17. The laws of Azkaban are in pari materia to laws of India. 

 


