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Intra-College Moot Court Competition 

Moot Problem1 

Before the Hon’ble Civil Court of Central Finite Curve 

In the case of Rick vs. Shwifty Foods Co. Pvt. Ltd.  

1. Rick, a 45-year-old man, resident of Earth Dimension C-1372, is a food enthusiast and a 

connoisseur of dosas3. He is a rich man with a knack for science. On 15th November 2019, 

Rick, along with his nephew Morty, went out for dinner at a famous South Indian fast food 

restaurant called “Shwift Dosas” located in the food court of an arcade called “Blips and 

Chitz”. Shwift Dosas is a chain of restaurants run by Shwifty Foods Co. Pvt. Ltd.  

2. The said restaurant’s claim to fame is that it has more than 100 varieties of dosa on their 

menu including the ‘Pizza Dosa’, the ‘Desi Doom Dosa’, the ‘Cheesy Apocalypse Dosa’, 

the ‘Good Ol’ Plain Dosa’, etc. Rick was visiting Shwift Dosas for the second time as he 

wanted Morty to taste the food there. 

3. Rick and Morty placed their orders after browsing through the menu. While waiting for the 

food to arrive, Rick went to the washroom to relieve himself. After finishing his business, 

Rick tried to open the door by twisting the knob. The door did not open even after several 

attempts. Rick noticed that the door lock got jammed and he was locked inside. He tried to 

open the door but all his attempts were in vain. Having left his cell phone on the table, he 

thought the only way out was to call for help. He shouted, “help, help, I am stuck here” 

multiple times. Some employees of the restaurant heard his calls and immediately 

responded. The employees passed a fly swatter under the door so that he could try to force 

the door open, but not only did Rick fail in his attempt, he cut his hand in the process and 

started bleeding mildly. After much trouble and fruitless efforts, a locksmith had to be 

called to cut the lock. Ultimately, the locksmith was able to remove the jammed lock and 

open the door. By the time all these events took place, Rick had already spent more than an 

hour in the washroom which was substantially more than what he had intended. It was not 

a pleasant experience for him and he spent an hour more in the restaurant gaining his 

composure.  

 
1 This moot problem is prepared by Mr. Ashwary Sharma, Asst. Prof., K.L.E. Society’s Law College, 

Bengaluru. Any attempts to contact the author to seek assistance with the moot problem would lead to 

disqualification of the participant from taking part in the intra moot and 2 subsequent moot court competitions. 

The author conveys his thanks to Mr. Ayush Jha for providing valuable insights in preparation of the moot 

problem.  
 

2 Earth Dimension C-137 is a place in the Central Finite Curve. All the laws of Central Finite Curve are pari 

materia with the laws of India. The Civil Court of Central Finite Curve considers all the cases decided by the 

Supreme Court of India and courts of Common Law as persuasive.  
 

3 A dosa is a thin, spicy, crispy crêpe-like food made from fermented rice, very popular in restaurants in South 

India. It may be served plain with sambar and chutneys such as coconut chutney, or other curry or gravy. See 

“Cookbook:Dosa.” Cookbook:Dosa - Wikibooks, Open Books for an Open World, 

en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Cookbook:Dosa. 



4. To make things right, the restaurant manager, Jerry, offered Rick free dosas for the rest of 

his life should he visit the restaurant. For a few weeks after the incident, the restaurant even 

honoured the deal by serving the dosas to Rick each time he visited the restaurant. But 

eventually, the regional manager, Beth, reneged the offer made by the manager. 

5. Aggrieved by the fact that the restaurant went back on their promise, Rick decided to file a 

law suit to recover the damages for the injury he suffered. Rick, in his suit, demanded a 

damages equivalent of one dosa meal per week for the rest of his life which, according to 

his calculation comes to about 17 more years. He calculated that he is expected to live up 

to an age of at least 62 years which is 6 years less than the average life expectancy of a 

resident of Dimension C-137.  This estimation was based on the fact that Rick consumes 

dosas and other fast foods frequently and considering the detrimental effects of fast foods, 

his life expectancy is bound to decrease by 6 years. Taking into consideration the above 

calculation, the average cost of one dosa meal, and adjustments made for inflation, Rick 

claimed a total sum of 1,65,240 Blemflarcks (Bf)4 as damages. He claimed that the amount 

is fair as he endured substantial emotional distress while he was locked in the washroom. 

Also, the employees of the restaurant allegedly laughed at Rick while he was stuck in the 

washroom because his cries for help sounded waggish.  

6. The manager of the restaurant claimed that he had offered the free meals as a kind gesture 

for the problem Rick faced and that he had not meant it in a literal sense. Also, he claimed 

that it was Rick’s fault that he twisted the knob instead of turning it. Rick got locked inside 

because of his fault and there is no element of negligence on the part of the restaurant. 

7. Rick argued that he is not just asserting a claim under the Law of Tort, but also a claim 

under the Law of Contract. After being freed, the manager offered him damages to undo 

the wrong. There was an offer of free meals for the rest of his life should he come into the 

restaurant. Rick accepted the offer and the restaurant even honoured this deal for the next 

few weeks. That is why, Rick claimed, he is claiming for a sum equivalent of free dosas for 

the rest of his life. 

8. The case is listed for hearing in the Civil Court of Central Finite Curve. The issues before 

the court are: 

a. Whether Shwifty Foods Co. Pvt. Ltd. is liable to pay damages to Rick. 

b. Whether the sum claimed by Rick in damages is reasonable. 

c. Whether Rick has a claim under the Law of contract. 

9. Participants are free to frame any issues other than the ones listed above. 

  

 
4 Blemflark is the official currency of the Central Finite Curve; 1 Blemflark is equivalent to 1 Indian Rupee. 


